
GCSE

Mathematics
Exam Insights May/June 2024

Nicola Woodford-Smith



© Pearson Education 2024

• Entry data

• Key Topics reminder

• Crossover questions

• Foundation Tier

o The First ‘Five’ (One markers)

o Winners & In Progress topics

• Higher Tier

o Winners & In Progress topics

• Examiner key notes

• Grade boundaries

• Ongoing support – what’s available now

Agenda



Entry Data Summary



Entry Data for Summer 2024

• Edexcel – 523,355 (64.1% of total)

54.7% of entries at Foundation Tier

45.3% of entries at Higher Tier

• AQA – 200,688 (24.6% of total)

• OCR – 70,598 (8.6% of total)

• Eduqas – 23, 742 14,493 (2.9% of total)

• CCEA – 24,026 (2.9% of total)

• Summer 2024 (All England) – 816,165 

• Summer 2024 (All) – 878,165 (WJEC, 36,801)
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Crossover Questions



Papers 1F/1H (26 marks)



Papers 2F/2H (25 marks)



Papers 3F/3H (25 marks)



Paper 1 Q26/Q07 – Ratio in context 

Average marks

(F)0.83 (H)3.21



Paper 2 Q21/Q02 – Product of Prime Factors

Average marks

(F)1.29 (H)1.95



Paper 2 Q25/Q06 – Ratio in context 

Average marks

(F)1.00 (H)2.92



Paper 3 Q23/Q02 – Standard Form

Average marks

(F)2.31 (H)3.67

https://mathsemporium.com/category/gcse-mathematics/04-1ma1-practice-papers-questions/05-1ma1-themed-practice-papers/


Paper 3 Q24/Q03 – Plans and elevations

Average marks

(F)0.05 (H)0.38



The First Five

https://mathsemporium.com/category/gcse-mathematics/11-1ma1-support-materials-and-tests/starters/


Paper 1F



Paper 2F



Paper 3F



Foundation Tier 
Winners



Topic Winners – Paper 1F; Q16
Post-16 Boost

One of the 28 

Key Topics



Topic Winners – Paper 2F; Q09
Post-16 Boost

One of the 28 

Key Topics



Topic Winners – Paper 3F; Q17
Post-16 Boost

One of the 28 

Key Topics



Foundation Tier
‘In Progress’



Topics ‘in Progress’ – Paper 1F; Q19
Post-16 Boost

One of the 28 

Key Topics



Topics ‘in Progress’ – Paper 2F; Q10



Topics ‘in Progress’ – Paper 3F; Q18
Post-16 Boost

One of the 28 

Key Topics



Topics ‘in Progress’ – Paper 3F; Q10
Post-16 Boost

One of the 28 

Key Topics



Topics ‘in Progress’ – Paper 3F; Q25
Post-16 Boost

One of the 28 

Key Topics



Higher Tier 
Winners 



Topic Winners – Paper 1H; Q10



Topic Winners – Paper 2H; Q13



Topic Winners – Paper 3H; Q16



Higher Tier
‘In Progress’



Topics ‘In Progress’ – Paper 1H; Q15



Topics ‘In Progress’ – Paper 2H; Q16



Topics ‘In Progress’ – Paper 3H; Q13



Examiner Key Notes
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• knowing, stating and applying angle facts, 

• describing a single transformation, 

• solving equations and inequalities,

• checking whether the magnitude of an answer is 

sensible, units are appropriate,

• understand the difference between simple and 

compound interest. 

• the sum of the probabilities of all outcomes for an 

event is 1 and cannot be greater

• ensure incorrect working is properly crossed out and it 

is clear which response they wish the examiner to 

consider

Foundation Tier Examiner notes 
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• ensure that axes are correctly labelled on graphs and 

charts

• know the relationships between volume, area and 

length scale factors.

• whenever possible use accurate figures without 

prematurely rounding or truncating in presenting work. 

• drawing and interpreting histograms

• learn all the necessary formulae e.g., the formula for 

the volume of a pyramid, the Sine Rule and the 

formula for the area of a triangle.

Higher Tier Examiner notes 



Grade Boundaries 



Grade Boundaries 

June 2023

June 2024



June 2024

June 2023



Support Available Now



The Maths Emporium contains a rich source of resources for GCSE Mathematics teachers, including: 

• shadow papers,

• Foundation Tier Themed papers and Higher Tier themed papers with worked solutions

• 22 practice sets,

• AO3 Bronze, Silver, Gold practice papers

• Crossover question papers,

• 8* sets of mock papers (Mock Set 9 will be available, Jan 24)

• Past papers, mark schemes, examiner reports

Our new and improved GCSE Maths November 2020 Exemplars which exemplifies AO2 and AO3 questions can be found here.

Maths Emporium – Practice Papers & more

https://www.mathsemporium.com/category/gcse-mathematics/11-1ma1-linear/04-1ma1-practice-papers-questions/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE_Maths_Foundation_Tier_Themed_and_Topic_Papers_Overview_v2.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE_Maths_Higher_Tier_Themed_and_Topic_Papers_Overview_v1.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.coursematerials.html


New and Updated Revision Programmes

The foundation six-week revision programme has been updated in September 2024 to include 

questions from Summer and November 2023 exams. This six-week revision programme has 

been designed for students aiming for a grade 4. 

We have also now released two *brand new* higher 6-week revision programmes, one aimed 

at students aiming for grades 4-6 and one for students aiming for grades 7-9. 

These programmes include 6 weekly task booklets (mark schemes included or separate), 

teacher and student guidance and a ready-made tracker so you can keep track of how your 

students are doing. They make use of Pearson’s resources in a structured manner whilst 

supporting students by providing information about both their strengths and weaknesses.

You can find these programmes on the Maths Emporium in the Revision Support resources 

cabinet.

https://mathsemporium.com/category/gcse-mathematics/revision-support/


Summer 2024 Post-Series Support – what is still to be 
released

Ready for mock season we are soon releasing the shadow papers and QLAs for 

the Summer 2024 exam series.

*Brand new* format Exemplars will also be released. These are now in a 

PowerPoint format which exemplify how examiners marked chosen exam questions 

from the summer series. These have been designed to be used for your own and 

your department CPD but could also be used in the classroom.

We will also be releasing a *new* Exemplars overview spreadsheet which will help 

make it easier to find marking guidance on particular topics, assessment objectives, 

etc.

Our marking guidance online network (focussing on the Summer 2024 series) is on 

the 17th October 2024 and you can book your place here on the PD Academy.

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_maths_summer_2024_marking_guidance.html


Meet your Maths and Statistics Subject Advisor and Partner

Vicky Wood

Vicky works closely with the wider maths team to 

support teachers in UK centres in delivering 

Pearson Edexcel qualifications in Mathematics 

and Statistics teachingmaths@pearson.com 

Sign up for Vicky’s monthly updates

Nicola Woodford-Smith

Nicola works as the maths Subject Partner in the 

maths team at Pearson Edexcel. She helps to 

create resources and delivers CPD to support 

you and your team through the lifecycle of our 

qualifications. 
Follow @miss_mathsgeek (on X) for updates 

and information

mailto:teachingpearson@pearson.com
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://x.com/Miss_Mathsgeek


NEW Podcast: The Right Angle

The Right Angle invites topical discussions, debates and insights from a range of thought leaders, award-

winning maths educators and facilitators. Our subject partner hosts, Mark Heslop and Nicola Woodford-Smith 

lead conversations on themes such as the evolution of technology to support learning, student engagement 

and diversity and inclusion across the education of mathematics. Listen and subscribe for FREE on Apple 

Podcasts, Spotify and on Soundcloud.

https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/schools/subject-area/mathematics/the-power-of-maths/the-right-angle-podcast.html


Find out more
 

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.
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